Houston receives Presidential Award
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Dr. James R. Houston, ERDC Director, was recently honored by President George W. Bush with the Presidential Rank Award of Meritorious Executive.

This Presidential award recognizes a select group of senior executives who provided exceptional service to the American people.

Presidential Rank Award winners are chosen based on their success in the following areas:  leading change, leading people, results driven, business acumen, and building coalitions.

Only five percent of senior executive service members can receive the Meritorious Executive award in any given year.  Houston was the only senior executive in the Army Corps of Engineers to earn the Presidential Rank Award this year, and one of only 21 recipients Army-wide.    

In recognizing the award winners, President Bush stated, “their work covers a tremendous range of issues, yet they share some things in common:  an outstanding work ethic, commitment to public service, and pride in a job well done.”  He went on to remark his hope that no government servant takes public service for granted.  “We are not here to mark time, but to make progress, to achieve results, and to leave a record of excellence.”

Houston leads by example, with a strong work ethic and integrity, a commitment to public service, and service to those under his leadership.  As the director of the Corps of Engineers premier research organization, he holds himself and his workforce to the highest standards.

