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Commander
U.S. Army Engineer Research and
Development Center
Colonel Gary E. Johnston assumed command of the U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC) on July 25, 2008. The ERDC is the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ distributed research and development command, consisting of seven unique laboratories in four states, with more than 2,000 employees, $1.2 billion in facilities, and an annual research program exceeding          $1 billion. ERDC R&D supports the Department of Defense and other agencies in military and civilian projects. Principal research mission areas include Warfighter support, installations, environment, water resources, and information technology. The ERDC was named the Army’s Large R&D Organization of the Year in 2007.
Johnston serves as Commander of the ERDC installations and oversees the Command Staff Division comprised of ERDC support elements.  In his role as ERDC Executive Director, he assists the ERDC Director and Deputy Director in planning and executing R&D activities, with particular emphasis on identifying Warfighter requirements and providing liaison to districts, installations, and the Engineer Regiment. 
Prior to assuming command of ERDC, Johnston served as the G3 for Task Force Hope, part of the Corps’ Mississippi Valley Division. Prior to that, he was commander of the Gulf Region Division’s South District in Iraq, where he was responsible for executing $3.1 billion of construction support programs for infrastructure reconstruction and military construction projects.  

From July 2003 to June 2006, Johnston was commander of the Chicago District, responsible for water resources development in a 5,000-square-mile area with a population of eight million. He also served as the Division commander’s representative on various Great Lakes boards of the International Joint Commission.
Johnston was commissioned in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 1980 and has completed the Engineer Officer Basic and Advanced Courses. He holds a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Louisiana Tech University, a master’s in structural engineering from the University of Maryland, and master’s in strategic studies from the Air War College.
As a company grade officer, he served as platoon leader, company commander, and battalion S4.  Upon completing his master’s degree, he served a utilization tour with the U.S. Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station in Vicksburg, MS. As a major, he served as the S3 and executive officer, 19th Combat Engineer Battalion, and plans officer, 194th Armored Brigade. As an exchange officer with the Royal School of Military Engineers, British Army, he taught command and control topics and intelligence preparation of the battlefield. In 1997, he served as the executive officer for the Joint Readiness Training Center’s Operations Group, Fort Polk, LA, and began his command tour in 1998 with the 46th Engineer Battalion, deploying the battalion to both Nicaragua and Haiti. 
His awards include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (five oak leaf clusters), Army Commendation Medal (one oak leaf cluster), Joint Service Achievement Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Airborne Badge, and Ranger Tab. 

Johnston and his wife Susan have two daughters, Alana and Katherine.
