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DR. JAMES R. HOUSTON

Director

U.S. Army Engineer Research and 

Development Center

and

Director of Research and Development

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Dr. James R. Houston became the first Director of the U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center on May 24, 2000.  The ERDC Director is located at the center’s headquarters in Vicksburg, Miss.  As Director, Houston manages one of the most diverse research organizations in the world – seven laboratories located in four states, with more than 2,000 employees, $1.2 billion in facilities, and an annual program exceeding $1 billion. 

ERDC R&D supports the Department of Defense and other agencies in military and civilian projects.  Principal research mission areas include warfighter support, installations, environment, water resources, and information technology.  The ERDC was named the Army’s R&D Organization of the Year in 2007.

In addition to his position as ERDC Director, in 2006, Houston became Director of Research and Development and Chief Scientist of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  In this role, he develops policy, sets direction, and provides oversight for Corps R&D.  He advises the Chief of Engineers on matters of science and technology (S&T) and sets conditions for success in all S&T conducted in the Corps.   

Prior to his current positions, Houston served as Director of the ERDC Coastal and Hydraulics Laboratory (CHL). As CHL Director, he oversaw research programs in coastal and hydraulic engineering, oceanography, coastal geology, dredging, and numerical modeling of hydrodynamics and sediment transport, groundwater modeling, hydrology, and hydro-environmental modeling.

Houston received a bachelor’s degree in Physics in 1969 from the University of California (Berkeley), a master’s in Physics in 1970 from the University of Chicago, a master’s in Coastal and Oceanographic Engineering in 1974 from the University of Florida, and a doctorate in Engineering Sciences in 1978 from the University of Florida. 

He has published more than 130 technical reports and papers. He has received several honors and awards including Phi Beta Kappa; Phi Kappa Phi; Senior Executive Service (SES) Distinguished Presidential Rank Award; two SES Meritorious Presidential Rank Awards; Department of the Army R&D Achievement Award; Department of the Army Decoration for Exceptional Civilian Service; the Silver Order of de Fleury Medal, Army Engineer Regiment; Eminent Speaker for 1993, Institution of Engineers, Australia; 1997 National Beach Advocacy Award; and the 2003 Morrough P. O’Brien Award, American Shore and Beach Preservation Association. 
